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Ref: 74:2015                                                                                    August 13,  2015 
 

To: All Affiliates, Office Bearers & Central Committee Members 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,       
 

13TH AUGUST - ORGAN DONATION DAY 

Organ Donation Day is observed on August 13 every year in India to generate 
awareness about the importance of Organ Donation. Thousands have lost their 
lives because of the lack of a suitable organ donor. According to latest data, as 
against the demand for 1.75 lakh kidney transplants, only 5,000 are carried out. 
Similarly, 1,000 liver transplants take place while 50,000 die of end stage liver 
disease. 

India is facing an acute shortage of organ donors due to prevalence of myths and 
superstitions and the country should bring in changes to organ donation laws to 
alleviate the situation.  One organ donor can save the lives of upto eight people 
and improve the lives of 50 people. In India over five lakh people die every year 
because of non-availability of organs to replace defective ones.  

For quite several years, transplantation of organs from one human being to another 
has always been debated intensely. Only one percent of Indians donate their 
organs after death while in western countries around 70% to 80% of the people 
pledge their organs. We are not doing enough to those who need the organs.  
 
Organ donation is a gracious act, as it reaffirms our faith in humanity.  However 
over the last 10 to 15 years the organ donation process is marred in India due to 
the stigma attached to kidney donation. The law of the land prohibits any 
commercial dealing in organs - such as purchase of kidney from a donor from 
economically weaker section. Because the demand is so high, the law is difficult to 
implement and kidney scandals continue to haunt the country. Parallel to these 
problems there has been advancement in the field of transplantation in India in the 
last 10 years and organs are being donated and transplanted from patients who 
are brain dead - called as cadaver or deceased organ donation. 
 
The emotional upheaval of death is the most difficult to overcome and accepting 
the concept of organ donation by the relatives can be very difficult.  However, if the 
body is to be buried or cremated,  some of the organs can be donated to give a 
critically ill organ failure patients a second chance in life.  Most people donate the 
belongings of their loved ones after their death. Organ donation also should be 
considered in the same spirit.  It is the noblest of all donations.  The act is as holy 
as holy can be, as it gives a fellow human being a fresh lease of life.  
 
As Rabindranath Tagore said - Death is not extinguishing the light but putting out 
the lamp, because the dawn has come. Tamil Nadu leads in cadaver organ 
donation in India and the last year alone witnessed 136 such donations.    
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Smt.Shoba Prabhu, Ex-Special Assistant  who worked in Teppakulam, Trichy branch and 
exited from Bank’s service on SVRS 2000, met with a fatal road accident in December 2014 
and the family members were humane enough to immortalise Smt.Shoba Prabhu through 
donation of organs.  
 
Also, Sri L.D.Sivaramakrishnan, Ex-Officer who worked in A.N.Street, Chennai and opted 
for SVRS 2000 pledged for donating his organs after demise to Miot Hospital, Chennai after 
taking cue from his father. We come across such acts of noble gestures in the past few 
years.  We need to sensitise our retired colleagues so as to enable them to overcome 
psychological and religious barriers in the matter of organ donation and thus facilitate them 
to come forward for registration to donate the organs.   
 
May their tribe increase and let us register ourselves as an organ donor to hospitals and 
save some precious lives! 
 
To know more about the procedure for body/organ donation and other details, please 
contact us. 

With Warm Greetings,   

 

        Yours Sincerely,  
 

 
                                                         (S.V.Srinivasan)                                                                          

        General Secretary      

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


